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Having heard ſeverall diſcourſes and opinions fince 


S Pn my being in Exgland concerning the Battcll foughe 
MY 12,8 neer unto old Roſſe in Treland, between our Army 
$%97) B&® commanded by the now Lord Marquis of Ormond as 


PWR Generall, my Lord Liſle Lieutenant Generall of the 
Horſe, my ſelt being Major Generall ; by which diſcourſes, and 
variety of opinions, I find that many are miſtaken in the truth 
thereof. Soas I having by me ſome colle&ions, as alſo the man- 
ner and form of the Battell, I have thought fir according to my 
belt knowledge to ſet down the patſages of that ſervice as neer as 
Ican: which is as followeth. 

Our preſent wants being ſo great at Dublin at that time,as the 
then Lords Juſtices, viz: Sir William Parſons, and Sir John Borlerie 
Knights, coald find no means to ſupport the great charge of our 
Army : no ſupplies coming out of England far our "relief at that 
time, and the Souldiers in great want. The Lord Liſle Lieutenant 
Generall of the Horſe, was pleaſed to propound a journey in hope 
togain a livelihood abroad in the Enemies quarcers, for the bet» 
cer ſubſiſtance of the Army, which after mature deliberation had 
at the Counſell Table it was reſolved on; and that accordingly 
the Lord Liſe ſhould go. And for the better enabling of our Ar- 
mie to march, and for farthering that defigne, moſt of the Coun- 
ſell did lend good ſummes of money ( and ſome melted their 
Plate)or gave it in tobe melted for that ſervice: which moneys 
ſo lent was accordingly received , and ifſued unto the Officers, 
upon my Own pnrrcktcn I being appointed both co receive it, 
and copay ic oat by order of the Counſell Table : all things be- 
ing in a readinefſe for the Journey , but whither intended uns 
knownto me. The now Lord Marquis of Ormend, our then Gene+ 
rali, was pleaſed to fignitie unto the Lords Juttices and Counſell 
that if the Army went forth his Lardfhip wonld go along with 
ithimſelf, and did (6, taking order that a Ship ſhould be ſer:t 


about unto Duncannon Fort, wich a ſapply of Bisker and provi- 
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ſion if need ſhould be; giving unto Sir Philip Perſeval Commiſiary 
Generall of the viftuals, fourty pounds for the hire of the Ship 
ſo imployed: and when ovr Army came neer unto Carloe Caſtle, 
it wasdrawn into batcalia, and a Counſell of Warre called, and 
there reſolved on, that we thould march unto Roſſe to beſiege, and 
totakeit in. And ccming before the Town we quartered there, 
and the ſecond day we planted our Ordnance for battery,which 
were two Demy Culverins : the next day the Enemy put over in- 
tothe Town twothouſand men, there being but two Companies 
in before : which ſupply putting in, it was not poſlible for us to 
hinder, they being on the contrary kidethe River tous. But not- 
withſtanding that ſupply ſoputin, we proceeded with our bat- 
tery apd.made a breach, which we afſaulted with certain of our 
Forces choſen out for that purpoſe: Sir Fowlk Hunks, and Major 
Morry having the command and full management of that ſer- 
vice; Major Morry being there dangerouſly hurt in the Afaulc, 
and brought off, and by reaſon of the multitude of the defenders, 
who had ſtopt the breach with wooll-packs, and feather-beds, 
and other proviſions, ſo as we could dono good in ic. Thad or- 
der from the Lerd Generall co draw them off,which Iaccording- 
ly did, in which ſervice we loſt ſome few men; the weather being 
extreame ill was a great hindrance to our proceedings. For du- 
ring the time we were before the Town of Ryſſe, we had ſcarce a 
fair day in fourteen, which way the time, according to my belt 
remembrance, that we ltaycd. 

During which time, we lived in daily hopes of the coming of 
our Ship wich proviſtions, which failed by contrary winds, and 
never came unto us 3 infomuch as our ſtore being exhauſted, and 
ſpent, my Lord Generall imployed Sir Thomas Armſtrong to the 
Lord Efmond, governor of Duncannon Fort, to ſee with what 
proviſions his Lordſhip could furniſh us wirh : who ſent untothe 
relief of our A:my ten thouſand weight of Bisker , being all he 
c: uid ſpare us as he alledged ; and withall commanded rwo 
Barks or Veſſels ro fall down to R:ſe, thzt then lay by the Fort, . 
which Veflels ſhot many ſhot into che Town, much annoying the 
Enemy. But the Enemy drew a picce of Ocdnance to the other 
. fide of the water, with. which chey {o battered the (tips lying at 
ancher, that the Mariners were forced to forſake their ſhips, and 
to 
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to bore hotes in them! to fink them, by reafon they could not gee 
off their ſhips again, the winde being contrary, and ill weather: 
and that being done, the Sea-men came into our quarter, and 
ſtayed with our Army where they did very good ſervice. 

We had not lain long before Rofſe before we were informed of 
theapproach of the Army of the Enemy, under the command of 
Generall Preſton, and Collonel Cx/lin their Lieutenant Generall; 
who at laſt came and quartered within a league of us, which . 
hindred our Horſe from forraging abroad , they being, as we 
were informed, neer upon ſeven thouſand firong Horſe and Foot, 
with: the Forces that were in Roſſe, which preſently joyned with 
them afrer our remove from the Town.' Which remove of ours 
was cauſed through want of proviſions for our Army , not ha- 
ving above three dayes bread tor the Souldiers, and being above 
threeſcore miles from Dublin, having a powerfull Army attend- 
ing on us. Weraifing our fiege,the Army of the Enemy withdrew 
further off to a wood and a bogge,where the Forces in Roſſe came 
rothem. That night we retyred from Rofſe, wequartered about 
fix miles from Roſſe, and within two miles of old Ryfſe upon an 
Heath, from whence we might and did diſcover where the Ene- 
wie quartered. The next morning we marched towards the Ene- 
mie, whorelying upon his ſtrength, being two thouſand moreby' 


* report then our _ was, he forſook the woods and boggs, and 


met us inthe plain field, having a bogge behinde him. We com- 
ing neer unto them, my Lord Generall of our Army gave me di- 
region todraw into battalia, which accordingly I did; and canu- 
ſed our Ordnance to be planted : that being done, the Lord Liſle 
appointed ſome Horſe to go todiſcoverthe Army of the Enemy, 
and how they lay. Againſt which the Enemy ſent out a greater 
number of their Horſe, ſo as our Horſe retyred back to us again 
in good order; the Enemy following thetn, and at a far diſtance 
ficed upon their arrear, but did no hurt, *and fo returned again 
into their quarters; a ſmall rifing ground being between their 
Army and ours, my Lord Generall called me to him, ſaying, It 
wecould get to that high peece of ground and poſleffe ir,ic might 
much advantage us in that dayes ſervice, for we ſhould havethe 
Syn and the winde with us, and alſoplainly fee the Enemies mo- 
tions,and how they ſtood in battalia» Whereupon-1 cauted rhe 
Arm y 
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Army to march in full battalia and poſleſt that -greund, the 
wholc Army of the Enemy [tanding before vs in a plain not a 
Musket ſhot from us ; cheir Horſe being in a great lane or high- 
way, ready to have ifſued out upon us- Whereupon Idilpoſed of 
our forlorn hope of Musketiers commanded that day by Caprain 
Athens, along a ditch fide that was betwixe our Army and the 
Enemies, wich direQion to che Captain to ply his Mnskeriers 
in continuall playing upon the batcalions of the Enemy, which 


" lay within Musket ſhot of us. Inthe mean time T cauſed the Ord- 


pance &t9 be planted inthe molt advantagious places, and plant- 
iths two Demy Culverigs in the Mogth of the Lane where the 

emics horſe fiood 5 where with ' the two firlt ſhot that. were 
made amonglt them, our Ordnance flue at lealt threefcore horſe 
and men, infomuch as the Enewics hocſe would not endure the 
ſecond charge, nor ſtay the diſcharging aty more in that place, 
but haktned intothe field on their left handy where raloging their 
men anew» | 

Iſ\aw the Lord Liſe Lieutenant Generall of the Horſe, and Sir 
Thomss Lucas Commiſſary Generall of our Horſe , preparing all 
our Horſe ready to charge the Enemies Horſe,our Ordnance con« 
tinually beating upon the Enemies Forces, the Enemy having no 
Ordnance inthe field that day, which was no ſmall happineſſe 
tous as conceived. Our horſe being ready with their (words - 
drawn and in their bridle hands, cheir Piſtols in the other hand. 
I ſaw the Lord Life with the horſe pale over a ditch into the 
plain where the Enemies horſe were; and I ſaw our horſe and the 
Enemies horſe charge each other; and Iſfaw Piſtols go off and dif- 
charged ateach other : and whileI was otherwiſeiwployed that 
day in the Army of the Foot, the Enemies horſe and ours paſſed 
by on che. right hand of our battery , hewing and flaſhing each 
other; and being ſopaſtby the right hand of our Army,a ſudden 
ftand was made by them for a little while, but wereftill in aRion - 
exchanging blows with each other;which ſtand ſomade,as I was 
after informed, was cauſed by a ſhot the Lord Liſte his horſe had 
in his knee, and thefall of Sir Thomas Lxxcs his horſe vvith him, 
vvho vasdangerouſly-hurt in his head, betore he could be reco= 
vered ; and being recovered, Iiavv all the horſe* purſuing each 
other toyvard the place vyhere our vvaggons and capayee 5 
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fiood. And as I was after informed, our Horſe had there a firon? 
encounter with the Horfe of the Rebels ; in which confli divers 
priſonersof the Enemy were taken, and amonatt them Collonel 
Callin their Licurenant General!, anto whom quarter was given, 
and after, by order of the Lord Generall ,” commitced wo my 
charge and ſafe keeping ; of whom Trook chavge, and kept him 
ſafe untill I brought him co the Calle of Dw'lin ( my.then go- 
vernment) where I delivered the ſaid Collond' Orbiz inco the 
hands of the then Lords Jaftices, viz: Sir William Parſons, and 
Sir Fobn Borlacie, and in regard of my other imploymenes that 
day among(t the Foot, I was no eye-witnelke of what was farther 
done betwixc them : onely I heardthatour Horfe had rhe butter 
of the Enemies horſe, and that the Enemies fled and were rouced; 
andcertzin T am, rhat rhe Horſe of the Enemy never rerarned co 
the Army of cheir Foot that day any more,(o long as we were in 
Eghc wich them, theday of the batrell. i; 

Over which Army of theRebets Foot,although mack Nironger 
then-ours in mamber,ic pteafed God {'mthe abſence of both ours 
and the Enemies Horſe) cogive us an happie viftory, ourOrd - 
nantcedoingas very govd {win that day. Tn'which forvice and 
vittory the Bhemy loft many of theirprime genflamiecn of thetr 
Countrey that day ; the relt that (caped fled'over the bogge, and 
rallied again on a hill on the other {1de of a bogge, and hard by 
a wood lide wherepart of ear Acmy followinget rhem,}they in- 
ſtantly ran into the wood, leaving all their ammunicion and 
baggage behinde theth which we took; and the Enenty never lefr 
m:rching till chey got over the Barrow a River,where being over, 
they broke down the Bridge, fearing our Army (ſhould purſue 
them, which as I conceived was a ſecond happie viftory , in re- 
gard our Army with our Ordnanoe and many Carriages was to 
paſſe through many great ſtraights, woods,and ſtony and rockie 
paſſages, which having no hindrances but the il[nefle of the 
wayes, we had enough todoto make our paſſage through them; 
and had the Rebels intercepted us upon thoſe paſſages , certain 
Iam he would have endangered our Army, we having nor above 
twodayes bread or ſcarce ſo much z and by being hindred or re- 
tarded in our journey, we ſhould through want haye been in 


danger to be lot. All our Horſe as ſoon as the victory was gained 
over 
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over the Foot'of the Enemy (or inlictle time after.)theEremies 
Horſe being fled, came to us,and quartered by us 5my Locd Genes 
rall and wy Lord Liſt after viewing the dead bodiez,and giving 
order tothe Pioneers to bury them,quartered in the place or field 
where the Enemy was overthrown. ' The next day to my belt 
knowledge gur Army marched homewards toward Dwublin with» 
out ſeeing any Enemy more in all our journey, but what we ſaw 
marching on rheother fide of the River the Barrow toward K;1- 
kenniez and inour way homeward we burnt and ſpoyled the Ene- 
:mies Countrey.And this being as neer as my obſervation taken, 
and my beftmemory can inform me, I ſhall conclude, that I hope 

this may ſatisfie the unſatisfied. WAL. 
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Sir Franca Willougbbyhaving imparted unto us: this-abdye- 
wriccen Diſcourſe, we doteſtitiethat,icdoth agree to our belt re- 
membrance with ſuch Relations as were broughc unto'us at the 
Councell:Board from ſeyerall Officers and others, of the a&ions 
of that Army after they parted trom us at Dublin, untill they re- 
turned chither again. | | 


william Parſons, lobn Temple. 
Adam Loftus, R. Meredith. 
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